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Alumni Association

Penn State Alumni Association
Greater Jacksonville Chapter

c/o Danielle Howard
Secretary

12173 Ripken Circle North
Jacksonville, FL  32224

danielle@envisionnet.net
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Message from Mary, Outgoing Chapter President

Iwas able to leave the last board meeting confident that the Chapter was in good
hands.  It was a very exciting two years as president, and although I will miss it, it
is time to move on.  With the support of the board and members, our accomplish-

ments included:
1. Continued support of WJCT
2. Building Habijax houses
3. Donation of 100 pounds of food to four food pantries
4. Many football related get-togethers
5. Trips to Gainesville to support other Nittany Lion Sports
6. Sending 5 people to Orlando for Leadership Training
7. Summer Parties
8. Hosting the Singing Lions with a performance for us and master classes at The Bolles
School
9. Spring Dinner with Kyle Brady and Marc McMullin from the Development Office
10. A meeting with our Alumni Representative from PSU Alumni Association

Thank you to Rich and Elizabeth and to ALL Chapter Members who supported our
programs. A very special thank you goes to those who have stepped up to the plate in
2001-2. HAIL TO THE LIONS!!  

A Message from the Incoming President

First of all, a big THANK YOU to President Mary Yanda, Treasurer Lorraine
Cross, Secretary Mame Momich, Vice-president Ron LaSalvia and the past
Board of Directors for their unending dedication and service to the Chapter

during the past two years.  Besides the many exciting activities held, culminating in the
successful Spring Dinner  featuring Kyle Brady and the upcoming Summer Bash,
these Officers have re-organized our Chapter.  The new Officers and Chairpersons for
the upcoming year are listed elsewhere in this Newsletter.  These members also com-
prise the new Board of Directors of The Penn State Alumni Association, Greater
Jacksonville Chapter, for the upcoming year and, with your input, will plan our various
activities.

Remember that we are an official Chapter of the Penn State Alumni Association
and not a fan club or booster organization.  Therefore, our rules, activities, methodol-
ogy, purpose and objectives differ somewhat from your local Gator Booster Club.  As
an Alumni Chapter, we are the University in all that we do and we solicit your partici-

Continued on page 2
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pation in representing the best - Penn State University!
Our new Board members are true Blue and White

bleeding, extremely proud and dedicated Penn Staters
whose interest and concern for our University and the
Jacksonville Chapter never falter.  Look for an exciting
year of activities that will interest a broader spectrum of
Chapter members, create more participation and encour-
age more of the many Penn Staters in the Jacksonville
area to join the Chapter.

We are really excited to have two of our youngest
Chapter members on the Board, i.e., Secretary Danielle
Howard, ‘91 MKTG, and Media/PR Chair Meredith
Dusack, ‘99 ADV/PR.  These recent Penn State gradu-
ates are representative of the talent and ability available
to the Chapter in the Jacksonville area.  Danielle and
Meredith have already exhibited the creative thinking
and Penn State enthusiasm that we want and need to
promote Chapter interest and growth.  Please note that
our Vice-president position is open.  We encourage
young Alums to volunteer for this position.  If you are
interested in participating as Vice-president (or in any
other function), please contact me at 223-5810 or
billdu@cxp.com.  I anticipate your call or e-mail.

Looking forward to seeing you at the Summer Bash
on July 21.

Remember:  We are ... Penn State!  No one else in
Jacksonville is!  Be proud of that fact!

Bill DusackBill DusackBill DusackBill DusackBill Dusack  

Continued from page 1 2001-2002
Board of
Directors

The following slate of
officers and chair
persons was elected

at the May 21, 2001 Board
Meeting.  A brief bio of
each new board member
follows - look for us at all
of your Alumni functions
and take a few minutes to
let us know a little bit
about YOUR Penn State
history!

PRESIDENT
BILL DUSACK

Bill Dusack was born
in Windber, Pa and after
high school graduation,
enlisted in the Air Force.
While on military duty, he
completed two semester of
college credits via corre-
spondence courses, The
University of Liverpool
and The University of
Maryland Overseas
Education.  After dis-
charge, he entered Penn
State and graduated in
August, 1961 with a BS in
Business Administration.
After three years as an
Industrial Analyst with
Bethlehem Steel in
Johnstown, PA, Bill
entered a Management
Training Program with one
of the predecessor compa-
nies of CSX Transportation
(CSXT).  During his
railroad career, Bill
worked as Supervisor of
Materials in Kentucky,
followed by numerous

ANNUAL DUES

Annual dues are still only $6.00 per
family!  If you haven't sent in your dues for

2001 please forward them to:
Bob StrBob StrBob StrBob StrBob Streightifeightifeightifeightifeightiff, Tf, Tf, Tf, Tf, Trrrrreasureasureasureasureasurererererer

13618 Marsh Harbor Drive North13618 Marsh Harbor Drive North13618 Marsh Harbor Drive North13618 Marsh Harbor Drive North13618 Marsh Harbor Drive North
Jacksonville, FL 32225Jacksonville, FL 32225Jacksonville, FL 32225Jacksonville, FL 32225Jacksonville, FL 32225

Checks should be made payable to: PennPennPennPennPenn
State Alumni Club of Greater JacksonvilleState Alumni Club of Greater JacksonvilleState Alumni Club of Greater JacksonvilleState Alumni Club of Greater JacksonvilleState Alumni Club of Greater Jacksonville.

If you are not sure when you last paid your
dues, check your mailing label, it will reflect

your last dues payment.
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purchasing positions with
increasing responsibilities
in Baltimore, MD and
relocated to Jacksonville,
FL in 1992.  Bill was
among the very first CSXT
employees to earn the
coveted designation of
Certified Purchasing
Manager.  He retired from
CSXT in December, 1999
after 35 plus years of
service.  Bill, a life time
member of the Alumni
Association, volunteers for
various church activities,
Meals-On-Wheels and
Catholic Charities.

Bill is married to Terry
Dusack, an adopted Penn
Stater, and they have two
children, both proud Penn
State graduates.  Son Chris
is currently AVP/Portfolio
Manager with Bank of
America in Atlanta, GA
and married Brigette
Bruce in November, 2000.
Daughter Meredith works
for the City of Jacksonville
as a Public Relations
Specialist and Editor of
Neighborhood Magazine
and has been designated
Media/PR Chair of the
Penn State Jacksonville
Alumni Association .

VICE PRESIDENT
OPEN

This position is cur-
rently open - if you are
intersted in serving as
Vice President please
contact Bill at 223-5810
or billdu@cxp.com.

SECRETARY
DANIELLE HOWARD

Danielle graduated

from Penn State in 1991
with a B.S. in Marketing.
Danielle was born in
Bellefonte and grew up in
close proximity to the
University living in State
College, Stormstown,
Phillipsburg and Pine
Grove Mills.  Upon gradu-
ation, Danielle moved to
Florida and spent over
eight years working for the
Florida Manufactured
Housing Association in
Tallahassee.  In April of
2000 she accepted a
position as Assistant to the
President for Triad Finan-
cial Services and relocated
to Jacksonville with her
husband Michael (B.A.
Marketing, 1993).
Michael is the Technical
Support Specialist for the
Word Golf Foundation and
First Tee in St. Augustine.
Both Danielle & Michael
bleed Blue & White (they
first met at Champs and
again at Zeno's) and
anxiously await the start of
football season each year!

TREASURER
BOB STREIGHTIFF

Bob hails from Altoona,
PA and graduated from
Penn State in 1967 with
an Associate Degree in
Mechanical Engineering.
After a brief period of
work and two years in the
U.S. Army, he returned to
PSU and graduated again
in 1972 with a Bachelors
Degree in Finance. Bob
was employed by Eastman
Kodak Co. for 25 years
and GE Capital for 5 years

in the fields of credit,
financial analysis and
equipment leasing. On
April 1, 2000 he retired to
the golf course at Queens
Harbour. Bob is married to
his lovely wife, Joan, who
is also enjoying retirement,
and they have two chil-
dren and one granddaugh-
ter.

IMMEDIATE PAST
PRESIDENT
MARY YANDA

Mary is originally from
Blanchard in Center
County in Pennsylvania.
She graduated in 1979,
with a BS in Education,
and again in 1982 with
her MBA.  During her
tenure at Penn State she
was a member of the Penn
State Blue Band.  Mary
and her husband Richard
have one daughter, Eliza-
beth and one “greyhound
foxhoundviszlatreeinghound
walkerhoundetal”  named
Cassie!  Mary is the co-
owner of Gallo Pewter and
a former teacher who still
volunteers at school in her
spare time (which will be
much greater this year!)

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
JERRY RADEMAN

Jerry was born and
raised in Philadelphia, PA
and graduated in 1974
with a B.S. in Science
(Pre-med / Chemistry).

He is Currently Presi-
dent & CEO of 2 corpora-
tions:
1. HYDROCHEM Sys-
tems, Inc. - a specialty
swimming pool products

corporation
2. AmeriLab Pharmaceu-
ticals, Inc. - a nutritional
supplements company

Married for 26 years to
Arlene Rademan (a 1972
Graduate of Penn State’s
Capitol Campus, B.A. in
Education and an M.A. in
Education from Temple
University), currently a
Pre-Kindergarten Teacher
in Duval Counties (West
Jacksonville Elementary
School). Arlene and Jerry
have 2 children:  Jason - a
2000 Graduate of Penn
State with a B.S. in Kine-
siology. Jason is currently
a Media Relations Intern
with the Orlando Magic
(RDV Sports) and Alyssa -
currently a sophomore at
University of Florida in
Gainesville majoring in
Speech Pathology and
Audiology.

Jerry served the
Greater Jacksonville Penn
State Club as President
from 1988 -1989.

SOCIAL CHAIR
DEE DAVIES

Dee Davies, a 1966
University Park graduate
with a B.A. in Psychology,
is a Life Member of the
Alumni Association.  Dee
grew up in the Harrisburg
area, and has been mar-
ried to Terry, a University
of Maryland Terrapin, for
33 years. They have one
daughter, Allyson, a 1998
University of Florida
graduate, who has given
them the current joy of

Continued on page 4
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their lives, their grand-
daughter, the adorable
Riley Maddison, now 18
months old.  Dee and
Terry have lived many
places, e.g., Dallas, San
Antonio, Atlanta, Rich-
mond, Baltimore, etc., and
have been active in clubs/
chapters wherever they
have lived.  Dee is past
President and Secretary
and current Social Com-
mittee chairperson of this
chapter. She is mostly a
full time volunteer for her
church, this chapter, and
other organizations around
town.  Dee is also a very
avid football fan for both
the Nittany Lions and the
Jaguars.  Her goal in life is
to one day work at Disney
World as a character,
preferably Minnie Mouse,
but, since she is too tall to
be Minnie, she will prob-
ably settle for someone
else!

ATHLETIC EVENTS
CHAIR
RICHARD HOLTZ

Richard graduated in
1969 (Accounting) and
received his MBA in
1970. He married Kathy,
PSU Class of 1970, Art
Education, in 1971. They
have five children (4 Girls
& 1 Boy) and 5 grandchil-
dren.

Richard is a CPA and
works for Spelling Enter-
tainment Group Inc. but
will be looking for a job or
more clients after July
31st. He is a founding

member of the PSU
Jacksonville Alumni Club
as well as a past President
and Treasurer.

MEDIA/PR CHAIR
MEREDITH DUSACK

Meredith Dusack
graduated from Penn State
in 1999 with a B.A. in
Public Relations. Born in
Baltimore, she has lived in
Jacksonville since 1992.
As a Public Relations
Specialist for the City of
Jacksonville, Meredith
works as a writer and
editor for the award-
winning Neighborhoods
Magazine.

VOLUNTEER CHAIR
JIM SCHULTZ

Jim Schultz, Class of
64, BusAd (Mgmt), Navy
ROTC (Navy Trick Drill
Team - 4 years).

Jim joined the Navy
and went to sea on Grey
Ghosts (Destroyers) at
Mayport, including duty in
VietNam, Beirut and the
Persian Gulf. He spent
almost 31 years in uni-
form, serving in Germany
at Stuttgart, in England at
Britannia Royal Naval
College Dartmouth, in
Japan at Yokosuka and in
the Philippines at Subic
Bay. Retired to San
Francisco (after the
Earthquake) and moved
back to the Beaches. He
and his wife Beth (EEd
’66) and both worked at
North Halls Dining Room.
Their two kids live in
California.  

Summer Bash
2001

Saturday, July 21
3-7pm

Debbie and Dave
Leininger’s House

2852 State Rd. 13 N.
Switzerland, Florida

287-0984

Don’t miss the Chapter’s Annual Summer Bash.
There is no cost to attend the party.  Just bring a
dish to share. Soft drinks will be provided.

Please bring your own “personal drinks” if you want
them!  We will also provide hamburgers, hot dogs, and
all the trimmings.  You may want to bring lawn chairs,
too. There is a pool, so be ready to swim if you want.
There is also water access for anyone who wishes to
come by boat. Kids are welcome, but we gently remind
you—please, just your own!!  RSVP to Debbie and Dave
OR to Rich Holtz (730-9906) by July 14July 14July 14July 14July 14.

DIRECTIONS TO DEBBIE AND DAVE’S
HOUSE
FROM I-95 HEADING SOUTH

Take exit #96 - State Rd. 210, Green Cove Springs
(9.4 mi. after I-295/Orange Park exit).  Turn right (west)
and continue for 5.1 miles to Y in road.  Continue
straight on Greenbriar Rd. (210 bears left, Greenbriar
continues straight).  Continue 5.3 miles to State Rd. 13
(road ends).  Turn left onto SR 13 and continue for .9
miles.  You will pass Bartram Trail neighborhood on
right (house is .3 miles past Bartram Trail).  House is on
right – Large Tudor house with palm trees lining drive-
way – 2852 State Rd. 13

FROM PONTE VEDRA
Take 210, cross Phillips Highway and contine on

210.  You will pass under I-95, continue on for 5.1 miles
to Y in road.  Continue straight on Greenbriar Rd. (210
bears left, Greenbriar continues straight).  Continue 5.3
miles to State Rd. 13 (road ends).  Turn left onto SR 13
and continue for .9 miles.  You will pass Bartram Trail
neighborhood on right (house is .3 miles past Bartram
Trail).  House is on right – Large Tudor house with palm
trees lining driveway – 2852 State Rd. 13

FROM MANDARIN
 Cross Julington Creek bridge and continue for

approximately 8 miles.  Pass through 2 traffic lights.

Continued from page 3
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Pass Greenbriar Rd. on left (house is .9 miles S. of
Greenbriar Rd.).  You will pass Bartram Trail neighbor-
hood on left (house is .3 miles past Bartram Trail).  Turn
right into driveway (2852 State Rd. 13) – Large tudor
house with palm trees lining driveway.

FROM WATER
South of Mandarin on the St. Johns River.  Pass the

Julington Creek.  Marker Buoy #17.  Almost directly
across from the Black Creek.  We have both a dock
house and a boat house on the dock with white roofs.
House is beige and brown tudor with screened in pool.

We look forward to seeing everyone there!  

I f it’s Penn State camaraderie you’re looking for, we’ve got you covered!
Here’s a run down of opportunities to meet with Penn Staters from the
area, escape the Gators and Noles for a few hours, and bask in Happy

Valley Heaven!

Dining with the Lions:
Come     D-I-N-ED-I-N-ED-I-N-ED-I-N-ED-I-N-E     with other     L-I-O-N-SL-I-O-N-SL-I-O-N-SL-I-O-N-SL-I-O-N-S!!!!!

August 4 DDDDDamon’s Club House & Restaurant
150 Park Ave, Orange Park (Holiday Inn)

September 2 IIIIIchiban Japanese Steak House
675 N Third St, Jax Beach
Note: September 2 is a SUNDAY, Labor Day weekend.

October 6 NNNNNew York Italian Deli
333 Beach Blvd
(in conjunction with the Michigan game)

November 3 EEEEEuropean Street Café
1704 San Marco Blvd., San Marco area

No December dinner; 2002 list     (L-I-O-N-S)(L-I-O-N-S)(L-I-O-N-S)(L-I-O-N-S)(L-I-O-N-S)     will be published later.

Dinner is at 7:00 p.m. except for October 6 when it will be coordinated
with the Michigan game.  All reservations must be made by the preceding
Tuesday – call Dee at 292-9810.

Monthly Luncheon:
THIRD FridayTHIRD FridayTHIRD FridayTHIRD FridayTHIRD Friday     of each month at noon at the Marriott Hotel, 4670

Salisbury Road, (Southpoint area).  Call Rich Holtz at 730-9906 to let him
know you’re coming.

Monthly Happy Hour:
SECOND TSECOND TSECOND TSECOND TSECOND Tuesdayuesdayuesdayuesdayuesday     of each month beginning at 5:30 at The Jack-

sonville Ale House, near Tinseltown on Southside Blvd.  No need to notify
anyone – just show up!

Alumni Admission Committee

Rich Holtz chairs a local group of Penn State
Admission Ambassadors who attend various
local college fairs in the Fall that are held for

area high school students, act as liaisons to local area
high schools, and telephone assigned local high school
students offered admission to Penn State.  The goal is to
promote Penn State to college bound students.  We
receive information and materials from the admissions
office at University Park to perform our duties.  If you are
interested in volunteering for this worthwhile cause,
please call Rich at 730-9906 to find out more.  
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Penn State
Club
Volunteers

Our club members
volunteer regularly
with WJCT, The

Wilson Center (at FCCJ
South Campus), the
Designer’s Showplace, the
Zoo, and we are starting a
new effort to join HabiJax.

Our biggest event is
usually the Jacksonville
Jazz Festival (easy job and
lots of good music).

Starry Nights is very
popular also. Our next
event will be the Summer
Membership Drive at
WJCT and Radio 90 in
August.

If you would like to
wear your Penn State
pride, give Jim Schultz a
call at 246-9923 or email
him at
jb608@southeast.net  
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Football Season
Will Soon be Upon
us Again…Yea????
I Think????

Will the real Nittany
Lions return this
season?  The following is the 2001

football schedule that will determine the identity of this
year’s team:

September 1 Miami (FL)
September 13 at Virginia - ESPN (Time TBA)
September 22 Wisconsin
September 29 at Iowa
October 6 Michigan
October 20 at Northwestern
October 27 Ohio State
November 3 Southern Mississippi (Homecoming)
November 10 at Illinois
November 17 Indiana
November 24 at Michigan State

Rich Holtz is our newly appointed and 1st Athletic
Events Chairperson.  He is planning several “in the
house” football parties, but he needs alumni to volunteer
their homes.  Hurry up and sign-up so you get the best
date and game.  Call Rich at 730-9906.

For all house parties, please remember the following:
1) Space is limited - PLEASE CALL BEFORE
GAME TO RSVP!
2) Bring your own beverage of choice (excluding
sodas) as well as an appetizer, munchie or dessert to
share.  Ice, soda and paper goods will be provided by
the Club.

These parties are a great way to meet Club members
and enjoy the games.  Take this opportunity to get
involved with your Club.  If you are unable to attend or
there is no house party that week, Rich is working on a
centralized Sports Bar location that will provide good old
southern hospitality to Penn State Alumni.  See you at
the party!  

Penn State 101

Some years ago I was asked by the Alumni Associa-
tion Director to speak at a meeting of club leaders
from all over the country – the topic was “How to

Stay Connected to Penn State When You Live Far Away
from Happy Valley” or something like that!  I accepted
because I had been involved in starting a club in San
Antonio and Austin, TX and in rehabilitating a club in
Houston and I knew some of the problems we solved in
doing both.

When I talked with Terry, my husband of 13 or 14
years at that time, about what I would say, he replied,
“Penn State 101.”

“Penn State 101?” I asked.
“Yes, that required course you take up there that

makes you all such avid, obnoxious Penn State fans,” he
huffed.

Hmmmmm…  Just what was he thinking?  After a
lively discussion, including my objections to the obnox-
ious label, I realized there really is something special
about Penn State and Penn Staters, something that we
get either in the air, the water, or that course, Penn State
101.  Several weeks later I delivered a speech that went
something like this:

In 1982 my husband and I brought our 6-year old
daughter to Penn State for a football weekend.  It was her
first trip to University Park as we were living in San
Antonio, had become “southerners”, and didn’t like to
visit Pennsylvania much after September 1.  We spent
Saturday morning walking the campus, visiting the Lion
Shrine, my old dormitory, the HUB, Pattee Library.  As
we started our walk to Beaver Stadium, Allyson’s eyes
were huge as she took in all the sights and sounds, the
blue and white worn by thousands of fans, the thousands
of cars and RVs covering the parking lots, the thousands
who paused along the route to cheer the buses as they
carried the team to the stadium.  She asked a million
questions such as, “Oh, Mommy, is this where you
burned you nose in the class?” or “Is that the building
where the tall piles of books are? Or “Is this where you
sneaked out for pizza?”

As we got closer to the stadium, I realized Allyson
had already heard so many stories about Penn State and
she was only six.  How many stories had I told others,
including my husband, over the sixteen years since I had
graduated from Dear Old State?  How many times had I
shared stories with other Penn Staters I met through the
clubs, the t-shirts/sweatshirts I wore everywhere, the
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conversations I had which somehow always seemed to
include a reference to Penn State as my Alma Mater?
(Terry insists it is the second thing out of my mouth after
my name when introducing myself.)  Maybe living in
Happy Valley, isolated from other distractions offered by
an urban campus, did steep us more deeply in Penn
State tradition.  Maybe it really was a “course” we took
for four years, not the air or the water…

Finally it was game time and we headed up the
ramps to our seats.  As we entered the stadium and
Allyson saw all those cheering thousands of blue-and-
white clad people and the Blue Band marching across
the football field, she looked up at me with shining eyes
and said, ”Oh Mommy, is this Penn State?”, and I knew
it was!

Terry is right, you know.  We do take Penn State 101.
It’s what makes us yell out, without feeling a moment’s
hesitation or embarrassment, in the Los Angeles airport
after the Rose Bowl, “We Are…” and hear from un-
known but equally steeped individuals across the termi-
nal, “…Penn State.”
Dee Davies, ‘66Dee Davies, ‘66Dee Davies, ‘66Dee Davies, ‘66Dee Davies, ‘66

Postscript:  After delivering my speech, an elderly
gentleman approached me and, with tears in his eyes,
told me he had never heard the spirit of Penn State
captured more eloquently or pictured more vividly.  I
demurred, of course, and then asked who he was and
where he was from.  He was Gene Wettstone, long time
former coach of the gymnastic team that I had closely
followed as a student, someone I had revered as an icon
of Penn State.  What an exclamation point to my emo-
tional journey back to my Penn State roots!  

Online Alumni Resources

Did you know that you can find old college bud
dies through Penn State’s online directory? Just
go to www.psualum.com and register as a user to

access the directory.
Once you have signed up, you can search for old

friends by name, geographic location, college, campus,
year of graduation, employer, job title, alumni activity
group or a combination of any of the above. If you don’t
know specifics, you can even search a range of gradua-
tion years or zip codes.

Penn State also offers a series of e-mail Newswires to
keep alumni and friends up-to-date on university news.
More than 17,000 readers from 40 countries currently
subscribe to Newswires. To sign up, go to http://
pulitzer.oud.psu.edu/newsub/. You can choose from any
of the following categories: daily general news, sports,
science and technology, employee news, student news,
Philadelphia area Penn State news and Penn State
Berks-Lehigh Valley college news.  
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News Needed!

I f you have any items that you would like
included in  the Penn State Proud section
(anniversaries, graduations, weddings, etc.)

of the Greater Jacksonville Chapter News please
e-mail it to Danielle Howard at
danielle@envisionnet.net, fax it to her attention
at 223-1361, or mail it to 12173 Ripken Circle
North, Jacksonville, FL  32224.  


